United Church of Rogers Park

— United Methodist Church

1545 W. Morse Ave. Chicago, IL 60626
773/761-2500 www.ucrogerspark.org

W/;at does (God rcqufrc of us? But to do justfcc, Jove kindncss, and walk humb/y with our (God. —Micah 6:8—

[ AGAY 3 (Ksolloweksdfleduy’ X
Do justice: We seek justice and empowerment for the most vulnerable.
Love kindness: We pray to embody the welcoming love of God.
Walk humbly with our God: We will provide a space of nurture for the journey of discipleship.

From thﬁ;ing the Vision Are we living the vision we profess?

Heartof N .
the Pad Eﬁlf question is one to keep before us as we make choices with our time and our resources. Our worshiping
~

munity continues to expand and does reflect the cultural and economic mix of our community. Remember

that worship occurs beyond our Sunday worship service. In fact, every time we gather, we worship as a com-
munity grounded in Christ. For example, when we gather as Trustees or Staff Parish, we worship God through our work to-
gether; when Ibeji women gather, they worship through their creativity; when Community Feast volunteers gather with those
they serve, they worship together in a vibrant interaction of justice and compassion. All can worship through relationship with
God and each other.

Relationship is about connection and around Easter there were many opportunities for relationship building. Easter Sunday
was glorious! We did praise God and celebrate the resurrection of Jesus in our midst. Eastertide scripture (Sundays following
Easter) reminds us again and again, how our expectations of where and how we should encounter Christ, too often turn us
away from accepting the magnificent surprises extended to us by the Holy Spirit. God’s possibilities are always beyond our
imagination. In other words, we think too small!

The beauty of United Church’s current program ministry direction is that we are in the midst of “God Surprises.” By “God
Surprises,” I mean that we haven’t tried to “direct” God or limit God but have welcomed and thanked God for God’s many
blessings -- and God’s gifts continue to multiply. We may not see the whole picture clearly but we can feel God’s presence
and see God working through the hands, minds and hearts of many. We give thanks for those who step forward to lead new
and continuing ministries and we give thanks to you our congregation, to our sister churches, to our conference, and to those
in our community that connect with us, making so many things possible. ( Read about Andrew’ s An:

As always, our ministry to our community can only be as strong as our roots in Christ and our trust in God’s abundance. To-
gether, as a community of faith, we can deepen our roots through intentional faith formation by our commitment to prayer and
small covenanting groups. Over a year ago we began working with John Wesley’s Three Simple Rules: Do no harm; Do
good; and Stay in love with Go@lhree Simple Rulebcuses on the heart of who we are as Christians. Therefore, perhaps that
simple but powerful study might, with our increased numbers and focus, be a good study to revisit, helping us continue to
align our “inner-reach” with our outreach that we might fully catch the fire of Pentecost as William Blake so beautifully
wrote:
Unless the eye catch fire
the God will not be seen.
Unless the ear catch fire
the God will not be heard.
Unless the tongue catch fire
the God will not be named.
Unless the heart catch fire
the God will not be loved.
Unless the mind catch fire
the God will not be known.
-- William Blake
God’s love and fire be yours,
Pastor Catiana



New and renewed communities, like spring, bring new life By Bishop Hee-Soo Jung

One of the things I enjoy about living in the Midwest is the amazing transformation offered to us through nature
each spring. There are many April days when the sun is shining, the air is crisp and the daffodils, and forsythia
and tulips begin to dot our gardens. The memories of gray skies, snow-covered walks and subzero temperatures
melt away, giving way to the fresh new possibilities offered in God’s great creation. The new life of spring
captures our imagination and gives us new energy and possibilities.

This spring, I have also been renewed by the stories of transformation and new life that are taking place across
the Northern Illinois Conference. In March, one of our Harvest 2020 new faith communities launched its first
worship service. Urban Village, a congregation centered in the growing West Loop and South Loop of Chicago
is now meeting at the Spertus Institute of Jewish Studies on Michigan Avenue.

Rev. Trey Hall and Rev. Christian Coon have worked for more than nine months to create small groups, recruit
leaders, promote their vision and design a unique worship service that would fit this mission field. Their first
service drew a congregation of 135, with 180 taking part on Easter Sunday. Their video, which you can see on
their website, www.newchicagochurch.com, shows how a diverse group of college students, singles, young
couples, and transplanted urban dwellers from the suburbs are drawn to this new community.

This April, Word of Life Fellowship, a satellite ministry of the Libertyville United Methodist Church, will
launch their worship in Grayslake. Rev. Jim Bell and Rev. Jamie Geiger have shepherded this mission with the
courage and vision of a congregation that sees beyond their own walls and knows their call is to make disciples
of Jesus Christ. Again, intentional groundwork has been laid within the community, reaching the unchurched
with a message of invitation and hope. New life is breathed into our old bones as the work of spreading the
gospel takes hold in our hearts. | encourage you all to continue to be in prayer for our new faith
communities and all of our churches that are striving to bring new sprouts of life to a cold, barren world.
This season of Easter, let us share the new life of Jesus Christ with all we meet.

Sunday, May 30 Doors to Justice Peace with Justice Sunday

Peace with Justice Sunday is one of the six churchwide Special Sundays of The United Methodist Church. The
Peace with Justice Sunday offering gives The United Methodist Church a voice in advocating for peace and
justice at home and around the world. The day witnesses to God’s demand for a faithful, just, disarmed and
secure world. Peace with Justice Sunday is observed on the first Sunday after Pentecost. This offering allows
The United Methodist Church to have a voice in advocating for peace and justice through a broad spectrum of
global programs, such as:

A T h e-bagth Fadth Communities Uniting for Peace encourages Christians, Buddhists, Hindus, Jew
Muslims and Sikhs “to live from a vision of peace rooted in faith.”

A 1 n dLin fmenershigp with other religious and humanitarian groups, The United Methodist Church
provides a place for former child soldiers to live, recreational activities to address war trauma, and
necessities such as fresh drinking water and medical treatment.

Annual conferences keep half of the offering to fund local projects while a portion goes to the General Board of
Church and Society (GBCS) Peace with Justice Program to fund U.S. and global work in social action and
public policy education and advocacy.

Look for offering envelopes in the bulletin on the Sunday after Pentecost (May 30) to give to this important
connectional ministry. Or visit www.umec.org to give any time.



8Another of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter's brother,

small fish, but how far will they go among so man{/2&sus

spoke up’'Here is a boy with five small barley loaves and two

i ndrew’s Answer said, "Have the people sit down." There was plenty of grass in
United Church of Rogers Park Erfat place, and the men sat down, about five thogsa.nd of them.
Jesus then took the loaves, gave thanks, and distributed to
-y those who were seated as much as they wanted. He did the

same with the fish. John 618

“But we only have 5 loaves and 2 fish - what shall we do?”” This was Andrew’s question to Jesus. They had so
little and there were so many people who needed to be fed. But Jesus showed that from so little, great things can
come. This is our vision at United Church of Rogers Park. We may not have much. Many of the people in our
neighborhood struggle under a heavy load of poverty. The church itself often struggles. But there is enough. It
is through the miracle of Jesus, through the coming together of the Church that there can be enough. United
Church is able to provide much to the people of its neighborhood despite our small congregation: day camp,
afterschool programs, a weekly meal, and so much more. Outreach ministries are able to reach into the
community and meet needs that are there. It is through small actions that great things can happen and this was
Andrew’s Answer for the question he posed to Jesus.

Andrew’s Answer is our name for the children/youth outreach ministries of United Church of Rogers Park!
Currently, there are several programs that fall in this category. During the school year, Andrew’s Answer
provides afterschool programming to children of the neighborhood. During the 2009-2010 school year, 40
children received programming afterschool that included homework help, taec kwon do, yoga, dance, and art.
During the summer, Andrew’s Answer offers a free five to six-week Vacation Bible School for children in the
neighborhood. In 2009, 75 children participated in this program. During the summer of 2010, Andrew’s Answer
is beginning a mission trip program targeted at junior high school, high school, and college aged youth. Youth
from around the country will come to Chicago to participate in work projects, assist in running children’s
programs, and learn about social justice.

Andrewds Answer wins Peace with Justice

From The General Board of Church and Society:

Andrewbs Answer , a ministry of United (Methodist)
Andrewds Answer pschoot prajmmes ahdrsereneradmpseto neighborhood children, and
counseling services. It also serves as a mission trip center for youths from United Methodist churches to
come to Chicago and learn about justice and faith. The youths help run various ministries at United Church

of Rogers Park, including the free six-week summer camp for neighborhood children, many of whom are
immigrants from around the world coping with poverty.

http://ucrogerspark.blogspot.com/ http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MpOXySBJY8c
Congratul ations, Childrendés Ministry!
United Church of Rogers Park has been selected to receivethe Nur t uri ng Chi |l drends

2010! The award will be presented at the ALDERSGATE AWARD DINNER, SUNDAY, MAY 23 at 5:30
P.M. A table for 8 has been reserved for us i if you would like to attend, please call the church office at 773-
761-2500.
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http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1103349433049&s=395&e=001oAFLBuNUjZZdh46dlRnHG-4fNCVt8A-t0mXLahvwhTtwPVTKnxAt7TdrZgGIbjhI14Fdu0YZt1nbdf8iaj6SwmyIZVg1cs_d405NsRAmnL9GuygD4Z2UWXUMxSP3qV9P
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1103349433049&s=395&e=001oAFLBuNUjZak9WsYloL0swdCQVqKMtv9sccLVHOvT_oacd-VDhjyGReU0v1cYZKEeZZLTJLrcPDHnQdmrOGXL1z6tNPnwoQkN1ZFw6Cq3mi_bjgc_tZxf3K8bIr6n1cEi-MElDKJdFk=

cONGRATULATIONS!

EASTER JOYS - Baptism & Membership. We give thanks for the baptism of Julian Blake McGlothin-
Eller, son of Vince and April McGlothin-Eller on March 21st and for Elijah Abriel Andre and Noah Jean Andre, son and
daughter of Haley Volpintesta and Emmanuel Andre on April 4th! We celebrate our newest members: Margaret Derry,
Katrina Petkovic, Sue Spreiter, and DeLois Windham. Thanks be to God for Easter Sunday!

THANK YOU to the many who helped make Easter so memorabléFhe choir under the superb direction of Mark
Bowman; “Body Prayer” through the movement and direction of Althea Teamer; Worship leaders and lectors whose
voices carried the message of resurrection, Barbara Wrencher, Kate Boswell, Sue Spreiter, Katrina Petkovic and Eileen
Martin; all who led us in the Prayers of the People; and the many unnamed- THANK YOU! Lent — Palm/Passion Sunday-
amazing choir & readers — powerful! Again, THANK YOU ALL!

CONGRATULATIONS: Deacon Wes Dorr!! Wes has been chosen by the Rotary Club of Chicago FBlorth to re-
ceive a ALeadership of Distinctiond Award.

OPPORTUNIT NEW TO YOU THRIFT SHOP hopes to open in the eveningsthis summer! If you can help the
United Church EXmen’s Club staff the thrift shop 5-7 P.M. any evenings beginning in June, please call Arlette Pahl at
773-274-3980 or Judy Eyring at 773-743-1635.

EPIPHANY COUNSELING CENTER is available by appointment. The center is staffed by Joan Schuitema, who holds
a master’s degree in Pastoral Counseling from Loyola’s Institute for Pastoral Studies. If you would like to explore whether
pastoral counseling services could help you at this stage of your life’s journey, please call the church at (773) 762500
and ask forextension 11where you can leave a message for Joan who will contact you to set up an initial appointment.

FREE TAE KWON -DO CLASSES are taking place now on Tuesday nights 7-8:30 P.M. Self-defense, peacemaking, ex-
ercise, and more! Taught by Tim Peebles of Living Water Church at the Living Water meetinghouse (Pratt & Ashland).
For more information please call Tim at 773-273-5401.

ASHOP & SHAREO foAlhifed ChurcM& Rogers Park! Do your online shopping through iGive.com and
United Church receives a percentage of the sale. 700 well-known merchants to choose from: Gap, Staples, drugstore.com,
eBay, Best Buy, and others... books, clothes, gifts, furniture, household items, home improvement, pet supplies and more!
Select “United Church of Rogers Park” as your “cause” before shopping.

UCRP OUTING - CHICAGO GOSPEL FEST in Millennium Park Sunday, June 6th--Meet at park at 4:00 p.m. or
after. Concert runs from 4:30 to 9:00 p.m. Headliners are Richard Smallwood and Fred Hammond. Bring blanket or chair
and picnic food to share. Note that #147 bus stops by park. For more info, contact Mark Bowman 773-316-8892.

RECONCILING SUNDAY Recognition on June 20th Worship celebration of our ministry with LGBT persons, fami-
lies and friends. Choir will present special music from the original musical HOME. Reconciling witnesses from Michael
Harrington and Katrina Petkovic. Reconciling Ministries Network staff Rachel Harvey will also share with us. Invite
friends and neighbors to this special worship celebration!

UMCOR Response to Haiti needs YOU.. www.umcor-ngo.org. Use the Haiti Disaster Response #41832®r drop
your check in the offering basket (memo line: “Haiti Relief”). Please continue your prayers for Haiti!

For information on folks helping in Louisiana with the aftermath of the oil spill, visit http://www.labucketbrigade.org/.
Please pray for everyone who makes their livelihood fishing these waters.

Please pray for everyone in Nashville, Tennessee who has experienced flood-related losses as the spring storm season hits.
You can give via UMCOR at www.umcor-ngo.org; use U.S. Domestic Disaster Response, UMCOR Advance #901670.
Or drop your check in the offering basket (memo line: “Flood Relief”).

Please pray for everyone suffering from the tornados in the South. You can give via UMCOR at www.umcor.com; use the
same number, U.S. Domestic Disaster Response, UMCOR Advance #9016@d.drop your check in the offering basket
(memo line: “Tornado Relief™).



http://www.labucketbrigade.org/
http://www.umcor.com

Calendar of Sunday Worship and Meeting Dates

May -Discipleship

May 16 Acts 16:16-34 John 17:20-26 What it means to be a disciple
May 23 Pentecost Sunday Acts 2:1-21 John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15
May 30 Trinity Sunday & Peace with Justice Sunday =~ Romans 5:1-15

REMEMBER! CHOIR REHEARSALS Thursday evenings 7:30-9 P.M. - Library

Sunday, May 16 STAFF PARISH will meet after worship.

Saturday, May 22 9 AM to noon. NEW Program Ministry Expo — ALL welcome! God is doing amazing things
here at United Church! You may already be a part of the new program ministries which continue to evolve and if not,
how might you want to plug in? Hear more about “Andrew’s Answer” and the enlarging vision for our outreach minis-
tries which include Epiphany Counseling Center.

Saturday, May 22, noon to 3 P.MRogers Park Voter organization in Overdier Hall. See Michael Harrington for
more information.

Saturday, May 22 at 6:00 P.M.:Come hear Vernetta Rogers and Friends in a folk & gospel concert! Café Ennui
(6981 N. Sheridan Rd. at Lunt). For more information, call 708-417-6209.

Sunday, May 23“Pot Luck” in Sanctuary following service — followed by Church Council — everyone is welcome.

Junei Encountering God

June 13 through 16 Annual Conference, Northern Illinois Conference, UMC. Please be in prayer.
June 20 Father’s Day

June 20 4™ Sunday After Pentecost RECONCILING SUNDAY

Wednesday, June 16,-8 P.M. Safe Summer Celebration and Prayers for Peace on the church lawn.
Prayer service begins at 5:30 P.M.

Want to keep up with Methodist news in the conference?
Visit www.umcnic.org and enter your email address in the box on the left side of the screen.

AUNni t ed Met (UMAIOL)ss mfrecl Hasie dnline course designed for new United Methodists and any-
one wanting to know more about the denomination, as well as long-time United Methodists who would like to
check their basic knowledge of the church. Each of the four modules in this course contains many interactive
features and takes about one hour to complete at the participant’s leisure.
Course Dates:The course begins the first Wednesday of alternating months from February through December,
and each session is open to pre-registered participants for six weeks. The 2010 schedule includes:

June 2-July 14

August 4-September 15

October 6-November 17

December 1, 2010-January 12, 2011

How to Register: Pre-registration is required to participate in this course, and no participants will be admitted
once the course begins. To pre-register, visit www.umcom.org, search for “UM101,” select the “Pre-register for
this session” link under the course dates for which you wish to enroll. Pre-registration ends the day the course
session begins.




I found this to be a great way to start each day.

Too wonderful not to share!! _ ' Excerpt from: Living a Five Star Life by Betty Mahalik
Northa Johnson , Church Council Chair

In this day and age, we are surrounded by messages that virtually scream, “Your life would be perfect if...” My life
would be perfect if I had a different job, a different house, car, nose, spouse, bank account (fill in the blank). Or my
life would be perfect if I could be like some celebrity whose life appears so well-ordered and perfect-o. This week [
encourage you to stop playing “my life would be perfect if,” and start playing “my perfect life.” What’s the differ-
ence? Three things: being in the present, an attitude

When we’re caught up in the “my life would be perfect if” trap, we’ve lost touch with the present. And the moment
we detach from the present, we can no longer practice gratitude. Think about it: it’s difficult to be grateful for what
you don’t have... and what you don’t have is always somewhere out in future-ville.

Look around you right now. Think of 10 things you’re grateful for. Do you have a roof over your head and food to
eat? I’'m guessing the answer is yes. Do you have at least a few good friends or close relationships? Then appreciate
them too, right now. Keep going, and practice being in the present and being grateful for what is here and now at least
a couple times a day.

You’re also probably sitting there thinking “yes but.” Yes, but I want more money, a better relationship, more time to
travel, to be thinner, happier or whatever. It’s one of the great mysteries I’ll never figure out. The minute you stop
focusing on what you lack, start focusing on what you’ve already got, and add the “magic” ingredient of action, you
actually begin to attract more of what you want. It’s an amazing formula for really living your perfect life!

Let’s say you want to lose weight or get in better shape, but you don’t have an hour a day to spend exercising at the
gym. Therefore, you’ve pretty well resigned yourself to not losing weight or getting in shape. What if you had five
minutes though... just about everyone can find five minutes to exercise, stretch, walk around the block or walk the
dog. Would you be willing to be grateful for five minutes and make the best possible use of it? Therein lies the begin-
ning of your perfect life! A simple formula may help you remember how to apply this principle:

........ The present + an attitude of gratitude + positive action = my perfect life.

Try it for a day. Each time you start dreaming about how perfect your life would be if... come back to this moment,
give thanks for what is, and do one thing to perfect what you have and who you are right now. There’s a saying that
“when the student is ready, the teacher appears.” If you’re ready to start perfecting your life, your teachers are all
around you. What are you waiting for?

lbffji Resource (enterin Partncrs!‘nfp with (Jnited Church of Rogcrs Park

......... a women’s quilting, art and spiritual renewal program to enhance the already vibrant projects that are
in place. The women’s circle will also develop a library for women around spiritual growth, self -esteem,
health, money management, etc.

Ibeji has historically developed programs for women who step out in faith using their creative God-given
spirit to continually explore and develop new possibilities for their lives whether it be it storytelling, textile
art, painting, jewelry making or simply helping make a quilt.

Join us! Make each day a new beginning as we share our creation stories and dances of women and build
bridges of hope for our daughters and granddaughters.

Ibeji Women’s Circle is a spiritual gathering place for women and young women becoming wise women at
the crossroads of their lives.

Tuesdays and Thursdays 11 am 2 p.m. SAVE THE DATE:
Quilting, Jewelry-making, Textile Art, Painting or just read a book. Saturday, July 31st
It is always a day full of friendship and laughter! IBEJI & UNITED CHURCH

ETHNIC PEACE FEST




The Secret Ingredient for 25 years of Community Feast........ VOLUNTEERS!!

Without the support of MANY our Free Sunday dinner for our neighbors in need would not be possible. Vol-
unteers help in different ways. It takes about 10-15 every Sunday from 2:30 to 6:30 to help with setting up
the dining room, preparing the food, serving the dinner and cleaning up afterwards; some volunteers help
with managing our storeroom and resources; others train and coordinate our volunteers or share their spe-
cial gifts (like baking bread, fixing things, providing dinner music), AND others help us raise money!

On Saturday, March 20th we had 24 people help us raise $539 as we brought together 75 people to enjoy
a wonderful breakfast and time of fellowship. Thanks to the following:

Pancake Breakfast: Carol Thompson and Judy Kline (set up and organization), Matoula Mikos, Kathy Ast,
Judy Muench and Myrle Riffe-He |l kenn (i n the kitchen); Katrina Pet ko)
Baumann (serving); Elaine Wolensky (greeter/cashier)

Bake Sale: Jill Graham and Nancy Brekke (Managers) Bernice Allison, Julie Becker, Kate Boswell, Lillie
Buie, Falon Daugherty, Jill Graham, Rachel Jacobs, April McGlothin-Eller, Judy Muench, Arlette Pahl; Mi-
chelle Stephens; Terri Tanner, Phyllis Tholin; Carol Thompson; DeLois Windham (bakers)

On Saturday, June 26th we are looking for volunteers to help us with the Greater Chicago Food Deposi-

tory Hunger Walk Saturday. You can join us in the walk along Lake
Street or you can sponsor one of our walkers. All money raised goes toward our account at the Food Deposi-

tory which we use to purchase food. Contact Judy Kline at jkline8252@aol.com or 630-627-5480 if inter-

ested in helping out in some way.

Celebrating our Volunteers. We want to celebrate and thank ALL our volunteers for the MANY ways they
support our mission. We have planned a luncheon in their honor for Saturday, May 15th. A Special Thanks
to the organizing committee of Kathy Ast, Anita Alcantara, Nancy Brekke, Jill Graham, Judy Kline, Judy
Muench, Myrle Riffe-Helkenn and Carol Thompson.

Many of us did not know what gifts we could share until we started helping. We invite you to come and see
how God can use you!

And what does the LORD require of you? To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God. Micah 6:8

THIS SUMMER, WATCH FOR .......
Social Justice movie series.

God, as known to us in Jesus Christ, welcomes all.
We welcome people of any race, national origin, ethnicity, gender, sexual orientation, age, social or economic status,
employment status, or life situation; including people with physical or mental illness or disability.
We practice loving acceptance of each person and respectful discussion of our differences.

\ ('4/ Affiliated with the Reconciling Ministries Network
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HARVEST 2020 CORE VALUES

We believe the Gospel changes everything

We develop outward-facing communities

We practice social healing

We give thanks for God’s abundance

We foster and grow the United Methodist Movement
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OPEN HEARTS
OPEN MINDS
OPEN DOORS

The People of the United Methodist Church

Kids > Camp

Ministry Team and Staff
Ministers: The Congregation
Pastor: Catiana McKay
Deacon: Wes Dorr
Pastoral Counseling: Joan Schuitema
Minister of Music: Mark Bowman
Childcare Worker: Stephanie Olson
Lay Leader: Rachel Jacobs
Church Administrator: Kate Setzer Kamphausen
New to You hrift Shop Manager: Margaret Derry
Administrative Support:
Bernice Allison & Phillip Robinson

2010

Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays 10 AM - 2 PM (lunch included!)

July 13 - August 12, 2010
DANCE, ART, BIBLE STORIES, GAMES, CRAFTS, MUSIC, NONVIOLENCE TRAINING,
PEACE LESSONS, LAUGHTER, DRESS UP, FUN!

1st through 7th graders (entering) welcome!!!

United Church of Rogers Park
United Methodist Church

MAY -- JUNE 2010

1545 W. Morse Ave.
Chicago, IL 60626
www.ucrogerspark.org
773/761-2500
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In the heart of the neighborhood
for 100 years!

RETHINK
CHURCH




