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W hat does God require of us? But to do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with our Getlicah 6:8

riends,ouralc hur ch conference or ficharge confere

FrOm rikeSuperintendent James Preston presiding. As your pastor, this is when | am to share my pl:

Heart ﬁ) ministry for the upcoming year. My plan or vision for ministry is, of course, influenced by hoy
rceive the nature of the church as a whole.

the Pastor

The Church, as a holistic body of Christ, is called to engage in the community through living wit

the mind and heart of Christ. As a community of faith, | believe God, in Jesus Christ, is calling United Churc
Rogers Park to be a beacon of light, love, and empowerment for a community that needs to believe in itself
the transformative power of compassion, justice, respect and reconciliation.

Together, our calling is a calling of the heart, mind and Spirit. Through continuing spiritual formation, Bible
study, prayer, passionagggaging worship, fellowship and intentional outreach to our community and beyond
our church family will be strengthened and nourished and therefore able to strengthen and nourish our com
nity with Christ.

Ministry objectives for the year ahead:

1. Strengthen passionate spirituality through spiritual disciplines, small groups & services emphasizing the

2. Nurture | oving and respectful rel ationships
ticipation in our community of faith.

3. Transform meetings into spiritual gatherings that engage in the work of the church as a community ofifa
grounded in Christ.

4. Increased communication and partnerships both within and beyond the church for ministry and missin.
5. Visible leadership growth and training.

My hope is that as we are deepened in Spirit, we will be known as a community of faith that:

1. encourages and builds up disciples who love God, neighbor and self.

2. lives into the awesome responsibility that comes with knowing God and following Jesus as the one whi
points the way to a Spitftlled life of compassionate wholeness.

3. creates a loving, forgiving, supportive, faith environment where individuals are committed to God and
have an understanding that faith involves stepping our initfiasth- the evidence of things hoped for but
not seen.

4. provides a bridge of understanding and reconciliation in the community.

5. creates a mission/ministry hub where there is a mutuality in service...where those coming into our com
nity to give service, will recognize how they are being blessed by those for whom they have come to s
Alt i s in giving, that we receive. o

May we walk with Christ into this New Year remembering these words from Colossians 3:11,
Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony.
Grace, peace and love,
Pastor Catiana



Christmas cheer flowed throughout the building at
the United Church of Rogers Park on December 22.

40 families gathered together
for the 2009 Holiday
Cheer program. .
Mark Bowman and his family cooked a deli- f
cious vegetarian meal, and church member
mingled and served the food. After dinner, e
ryone came together to sing Christmas carol® -
and make Christmas cards.

At the end of the night, 86 children received . ry
gifts that were generously donated from the an-
gel tree at UCRP and Trinity United Methodist in Wilmette.

Each family also received a gift card for groceries thanks to donatio
from The Glenwood, DaviMiller Design in Winnetka, and generous
church members.

THANK YOU TO ALL WHO PARTICIPATED!

A new face has been seen in the halls of the United Church of Rogers Park.

He has been painting, fixing, and cleaning. Ryland Beamon (who prefers to be calle
AfBeamono) has come to the church to w
States SER Senior Community Service Employment Program.

B His salary is being paid through the stimulus package and so is no cost through the
/ church. This position is to help Beamon gairtbajob training in maintenance and he
““" has helped out tremendously.

THANK YOU, GINA CARPENTER for another adult yoga class schedule for spring 2010:
Sunday, March 7,-2 pm

- Sunday, March 21,-2 pm
NC? 1o} Sunday, April 4, 22 pm
/}% Sunday, April 18, 22 pm

/ /Q Sunday, May 2, 2 pm

Sunday, May 16,-2 pm
$9 donation per class requested; $42 in advance for entire series of 6 classes. Cell: 773.895.6124

THANK YOU ALL WHO PARTICIPATED IN OUR VARIOUS
ADVENT, CHRISTMAS PROGRAMS AND WORSHIP SERVICES!

THANK YOU CHOIR for an amazing Christmas Concert!!



A WORD The last month has been a busy one fol
second floor and children's ministries of
FROM THE United Church of Rogers Park. If y:

DEACON haven't been upstairs to see changes_Z-

have occurred, please take some tim

visit and see the transformation.

While working on a mission trip at UCRP with her youth group ff

Downers Grove First United Methodist, Jenny Kirkpatrick felt cc
to do something more than her week of service. She decided tIESES= g9
wanted to help create a children's library for the children's ministrid@i e

UCRP as a part of her project for her Gold Award in Girl Scouting. But, sometlmes God has a bigger vision
we can see and soon the project grew from creating a library to helping to renovate the entire second floor

church. Jenny was able to raise over $3,000 and acquire donations of computers, tables, and children's books

Through Jenny's project, new flooring was
bought for the blue room, the floors in the
classrooms were stripped and refinished, a
new computer was purchased, and she
cataloged and organized hundreds of
books for the children's library.

This all means that the second floor of the

church now houses a children's library, an

education resource room, a computer lab,

a multipurpose meeting room, a large open space, a classroom and a
nursery. These rooms are already being put to use and will continue to
offer space for children's ministries, meetings, and other uses.

We would like to thank Jenny Kirkpatrick and the youth from Downers Grove First United Methodist church for
their hard work.
United Church of Rogers Park After School Program

Starting January 18, we will kick off the spring semester of the afterschool program here at the United Churct
of Rogers Park. We have 35 children registered and many exciting activities planned in the upcoming months.

This spring,Tim Peebles will teach a Peacemakers Tae Kwado class with all the children. This Tae Kwon
-do class teaches the martial art combined with a violence prevention program. We will also continue to holc
music classes with Rev. Carol Coregnce a week.

Finally, we are hoping to make use of the new children’s library through a reading buddies program. On Thurs
days we will pair up each child with an adult and have them read together.

If you are interested in being a reading buddy, let Deacon Wes know and we can pair you up.



