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[ƛǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ±ƛǎƛƻƴ Χ As followers of Jesus: 

 Do justice: We will seek justice and empowerment for the most vulnerable. 

      Love kindness: We will embody the welcoming love of God. 

       Walk humbly with our God: We will provide a space of nurture for the journey of discipleship. 

United Church of Rogers Park  
    Uni ted Methodist  Church 

 Summer 2009 

Messenger 
òWhat does God require of us? But to do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with our God.ó  Micah 6:8 

Saturday, July 11, I joined Mayor Daley, the 24th District Police and our friends and neighbors for an Anti-

Violence March and Rally which began at the intersection of Ashland and Pratt.  Being asked by the mayorôs 

office to give the opening and closing prayer for this gathering, gave me the opportunity to speak with Mayor 

Daley about the children and families we were reaching through our free, summer program and our growing fall 

after-school program. As a follow-up to our June 10th Peace Walk, this provided another voice for saying NO to gangs and 

drugs and YES to keeping our children and families safe in Rogers Park. 

 

Mayor Daleyôs vision for a safe and peaceful Chicago through óCommon Senseô Gun Legislation connects with our vision 

for living out the Kingdom or ñKin-domò of Christ in our midst. It does take a community to stand together both as a voice 

and as an active body to say there is no room for violence in our community. We claim Rogers Park as a community of 

peace. United Church ñactionò has included hosting occasionally a late-night ñcurfew violationò waiting spot for teens; 

providing a space for the City of Chicago gun turn-in program (this year, we will be one of only two churches to host this 

program in Chicagoé not because the shortage of guns but because of the shortage of funds); and being involved with the 

greater Chicago leadership on community violence. Gun violence is a reality not just in the city of Chicago but truly 

touches each of us wherever we live or travel. We can make a difference by being informed and taking action!  

 

Following our June 10th Rally and peace walk (go to web page for ABC7 link), Deacon Wes and I joined the Advisory 

Group of the Illinois Campaign to Prevent Gun Violence (ICPGV)  http://www.icpgv.org. ICPGV, a project of Legal 

Community Against Violence (LCAV), is a research-based public education campaign to promote meaningful gun policy 

reform in Illinois. Working with a statewide advisory group  representing law enforcement, the medical and public health 

communities, faith-based organizations, local and state policymakers, victims and advocacy groups, ICPGV informs the 

public and the media on the facts about gun violence and prevention policies. To sign up for action alerts: http://

capwiz.com/icpgv/home/ 

 

Making connections and sharing stories helps us support the programs God is birthing and has birthed through our church. 

I see our building as a great, wise mother, scarred from the birth of many children (individuals, groups, programs, seg-

ments of church life through the decades), some healthy, some not, some with a variety of special needs but all have left 

their imprint on the building, the neighborhood, and the energy of this space. The wise mother, now grandmother, through 

years of stress, neglect (as resources were elsewhere needed), and natural deterioration, has seen her beautiful, sleek, un-

blemished body become a worn, damaged, difficult body in need of care and loving renovation.  

 

Her arms embrace the community as always and, through the loving dream and now working reality of Deacon Wes, chil-

dren have been called into her care. This loving, wise, warm, open-armed grandmother is loved and respected by the com-

munity in which she dwells. Many look to her for strength, for help, for guidance...just for presence. I pray that we might 

live into the vision that has been place upon us by our very presence here in the HEART of the neighborhood. Even if this 

came to fruition by design years ago, I suggest that it is by Godôs design. And we are the people here now to respond to 

this calling of God to provide the HEART of community. We must BE the wholeness, BE the powerful love of Christ radi-

ating from ALL that blesses this space. We, as a body of Christ, have an opportunity to accept our responsibility for this 

corner of creation we call United Church of Rogers Park. May we lovingly be about our task!  

My love & Godôs peace,  

 Pastor  Catiana 

From the 
Heart of 
the Pastor 

http://www.icpgv.org/advisoryteam.html
http://e2ma.net/go/2218510069/2019743/75649345/10519/goto:http:/capwiz.com/icpgv/home/
http://e2ma.net/go/2218510069/2019743/75649345/10519/goto:http:/capwiz.com/icpgv/home/


 

UPCOMING SUNDAY CALENDAR 
 

              AUGUST COMMUNION -What does it mean to receive the body of Christ? 

  Each Sunday during August, participate in a different experience of communion. 

August   2  Receiving the Body of Christ 

August   9  Thanking God  

August 16  Remembering Jesus  

August 23  Calling on the Holy Spirit 

August 31  Being Love - Authenticity from within  Followed by a community potluck 

 

  

 SEPTEMBER   PEACE AWARENESS MONTH 
 

September 6 Labor in the Pulpit................Arise Chicago........Interfaith Workers Sunday (Guest Preacher) 

September 13 Rally Day...........Outdoor Service & Lunch.........Focus ïPeace/ Safe School Year 

September 20 Peace Day..............United Nationôs International Day of Peace 

September 27    Blessing of the Animals 

 

OCTOBER   HUNGER AWARENESS MONTH  (Food and Faith) 
  

October 4 World Communion Sunday 

October 11 Community Feast Weekend.........John Auer preaching (Full schedule in September newsletter) 

October 18 Laity Sunday 

October 25 Persistence of Bartimaeus! (Mark 10:46-52) 

 

If you would like to be a part of a worship team for any of our focus themes, 

please contact Mark Bowman or Pastor Catiana. 

 

 

PLACE THESE DATES IN YOUR CALENDAR! 

Wednesdayôs 10 am -noon Small group study -Join us.  

  6 p.m. Mid-week Music and Prayer 

 First Wednesday in the month  Trustees  6:30 pm 

 Third Wednesday unless notice ` Church Council 7 pm 

Fridays  7:30 p.m. August 7 and August 21 United Expressions 

    An evening of artistic variety-Overdier Hall 

October 10- through Monday, October 12   Community Feast 25th Anniversary Celebration 

 Weekly bulletins & September Newsletter will keep you up-to-date 

Thursday, August 6  6:30-9 P.M. Dawes Park, Evanston (Sheridan Rd & Church St.)   

Gather for Peace in Remembrance of the Atomic Bombing of Hiroshima, Japan on Aug. 6, 1945 

Petitions to President Obama on ñAbolition of Nuclear Weaponsò can be obtained at the event  

Saturday, August 29    Leave Rogers Park at 7:30 am for Barrington, IL - Stewardship Event!  

Monday, September 21, 5-6 P.M. on the United Church Lawn:  Gather for Peace and help dedicate  

the United Church of Rogers Park Peace Pole. Join with others around the world for United Nations  

International Day of Peace - marked every year on September 21 - a global holiday when individuals, 

communities, nations and governments highlight efforts to end conflict and promote peace. Established  

by UN resolution in 1982, ñPeace Dayò has grown to include millions of people around the world.  

Thanks to YOU who have contributed to making our Summer Childrenôs Camp possi-

ble as well as to the extensive renovation work done within United Church of Rogers 

Park and outlying community projects.  - Arlington Heights, Downers Grove, Wil-

mette, Olive Branch, Mississippi, Sardis, Mississippi, Claremore, Oklahoma, and Door 

Chicago!  THANK YOU! THANK YOU! 



Word from 

the Deacon 

Weeks of preparation, interns raising 

funds to be here, mission teams and 

groups coming to support us, and 75 

children from the Rogers Park neighbor-

hood, have come together to fulfill a 

need in this community. 

 

 Jesus taught in Matthew 19:13-15, that the little Children 

were to be brought to him to be blessed, and further goes on to 

discuss that the Kingdom of Heaven belongs to the children. 

 

 Is it not outstanding that the Kingdom of Heaven is being re-

alized right here at United Church of Rogers Park? The goal of 

our summer camp is to bring children to a place like Jesus de-

scribed, a place where safety and education happen, a place where 

love abounds, and hospitality is shown to all children who walk 

through our doors; truly the Kingdom of Heaven, realized! It is 

with this attitude we come to work and inspire those who come to 

work with us, in awesome and empowering ways. 

 

 With hopes, dreams, and powerful messages, we help the chil-

dren to realize that the Church, is a safe environment for them to 

cling to in there time of need and in their time of greatness. 

 

 Please keep us in your prayers this summer as many people 

find new and innovative ways to keep this summer program fun 

and exciting.  Deacon Wes and Bruce Wilson 

                   Summer Intern 

 Greetings in the name of Jesus Christ, 
 

 God works in mysterious ways, or at least thatôs what one of those clich®d Christian sayings proclaims. However, 

I believe God does speak to us in some very real and powerful ways. Recently, I was working for a church on Chicagoôs 

North Shore as an intern for the ó08-ô09 school year. As a part of my time there, one of my responsibilities was to help 

lead the Confirmation Class. The confirmation class had a field trip, touring several churches in the Chicagoland area. 

United Church was one of the churches that our students had the opportunity to visit. Upon arriving, one of my youth ap-

proached me about how he had a bad feeling. Of course, I was wondering where this conversation was going! But what 

happened next profoundly changed my life; he offered these words after I inquired about his comment ñ I just feel like I 

should be doing something, but I do not know how or what I would do.ò 
 

 This put my imagination to work. this 13-year-old just revealed to me something that I had forgotten about, the 

call of God through recognizing the need, and addressing it. I scheduled a meeting with Deacon Wes after I heard him 

speak at my school, Garrett-Evangelical. As I sat with Wes, our time brought us to the conclusion that I needed to raise 

money to be here working. 2 months later, the funds and the resources came and our dream became reality. 
 

 So what is it that I am doing here? 
 

 First, I will be helping Deacon Wes make the Kids Camp ñJacobôs Wellò happen, by providing leadership. Also, 

I will be working with churches around the area, volunteers, and other organizations, to make sure they know exactly 

what is going on at United Church of Rogers Park and to let them know how they can be part of this exciting opportunity. 

Our After School Program will be starting soon, and I will be making sure that this Fall has adequate volunteers and re-

sources. 
 

 As we continue to work together this summer, I look forward to the possibilities and friendships that I will make 

here at United Church, and celebrate the times we have together! 

Peace,        Bruce Wilson Jr. 

 



June/July  Report - PEACE WITH JUSTICE MONTH:  
 

The World Council of Churches encouraged member churches and related organizations to join a week of advocacy and 

action for a just peace in Palestine and Israel. Churches in different countries continue prayers, advocacy, and education. 

We hope to send a clear signal to policy-makers about the urgent need for a peace settlement that secures the legitimate 

rights and future of both peoples. Let us continue until PEACE IS A REALITY. Let us... 

1. Pray with churches living under occupation, using a special prayer from Jerusalem. 

2. Educate about actions that make for peace and about facts on the ground that do not, especially about settlements in 

occupied territory. 

3. Advocate with political leaders using ecumenical policies that promote peace with justice.  

 

THIS IS A CRITICAL, ONGOING NEED. PLEASE STAY INVOLVED.  Your Social Action Team provides 
information about this situation on a round table in the south section of our sanctuary. Periodically speakers 
are invited, and always, prayers are lifted. 
Please check out the United Methodist Board of Church and Society web site. Also Pastor Catiana serves on the steering 

committee of Chicago Faith Coalition for Middle East Policy. ***Please visit the new website: 
www.chicagofaithcoalition.org 

___________________________________________________________ 

PEACE WITH JUSTICE SUNDAY: JUNE 7, 2009  

 

Peace with Justice Sunday witnesses to Godôs demand for a faithful, just, disarmed and secure world. 

Established by the 1988 General Conference, Peace with Justice Sunday supports programs that advocate peace and 

justice at home and around the world. Since half of the offerings collected by your annual conference is retained to fund 

local peace with justice programs, you can see a difference made locally. In addition, half of the offering is remitted to 

the General Board of Church and Society to help fund U.S. and global work in social action, public-policy education and 

advocacy. Please write your check to United Church and note ñPeace with Justiceò on the memo line if you choose to 

make a donation. 

Additionally, you can give online to Peace with Justice Sunday at any time (http://new.gbgm-umc.org).  

Together, we can work for a faithful and loving world for all and bring hope for our future. 

___________________________________________________________ 

JUNE 10 (Wednesday) 3:00-6:00 P.M. 

SAFE SUMMER CELEBRATION & PEACE WALK  

Please check our website (www.ucrogerspark.org) for the ABC-7 News coverage of this event 
___________________________________________________________ 

June 14th was our SOCIAL ACTION UPDATE 

Israel/Palestine justice issues - Information about this critical situation on a round table in the south section of our sanc-

tuary. Our program included a presentation from Rev. Dr. Dick Tholin who recently returned from a meeting at the UN 

which centered on nuclear disarmament issues.  mail: yusef66jrs@yahoo.com 

 ________________________________________________________________ 
 

JUNE 28              RECONCILING SUNDAY  

   .....Caroline Presnell - Remembering the Beginning-Wheadon UMC, one of the first Reconciling Congrega-

tions; Lynn Whitcomb and David Gunnell for your moving Testimonials; and to Michael Harrington , for 

recapping the journey of the Reconciling Movement and presentation of the Marvyn Womack Rainbow Art Project. 

______________________________________________________ 
 

IBEJI /United Church book & art fest took place on Saturday July 18. 
Thank you Selena for all your work and to Vernetta Rogers and Tom Jones for wonderful music! 

________________________________________________________________ 
 

 UNITED EXPRESSIONS (organized by Tom Jones) An evening of artistic variety filled 

Overdier Hall on Fridays July 24th. This FIRST artist gathering included the professional sounds of 

Tom Jones and folk/gospel singer, Vernetta Rogers; pianist/singer, Deandre Williams; Sassafras (Carla and 

Craig Davis); Folk and blues artist, Anita  Chase:: Irish folk artist, Sandy Bykowsky; artist, Edvette Jones; col-

umnist/poet, Bob Koehler and BIE Art Gallery proprietor, Andy Garcia.  

JOIN US ON FRIDAY, AUG. 7 & FRIDAY, AUG. 21 AT 7:30 p.m. as this dream continues to unfold! 

http://www.chicagofaithcoalition.org


ABC7 NEWS JUNE 10 - 

SAFE SUMMER RALLY AND PEACE WALK  

 

The Rev. Jesse Jackson and TV news crews came to our communityôs 

United Church of Rogers Park for a Safe Summer Rally and Peace 

March  today (6-10-09).   The event, featured on WLS-TV 7 News, was 

attended by over 100 church members, community residents and activists, 

and civic leaders supporting Chicagoôs citywide campaign to stop gun 

and gang violence. 
  

Our Pastor Catania McKay, speaking at the event at our church at 1545 W. Morse Ave, addressed the anti

-violence theme powerfully.  Pastor McKay noted, ñWhen we begin to make peace as the way that we live 

and we claim a neighborhood for peace, our communities change. I would like to see peace poles all over 

this community to claim that there is no space for violence here.  We are here to transform that.ò 
  

The high incidence of violence in Rogers Park, including the December, 2008 stabbing murder of 16-year

-old Isaiah Stroud outside the Jarvis CTA station, and other city neighborhoods with an even higher crime 

rate were noted in the television stationôs story (copied below).  A key factor in how we combat crime is 

how we address the needs of youth.  Our Deacon Wesley Dorr outlined the year-round and summer youth 

programs delivered at United Church, and also spoke to the need for more programs and activities to 

serve Rogers Parkôs youth. 
 

Other participants at todayôs event at United Church included the Rev. Jesse Jackson (who called our 

cityôs murder rate ña state of emergencyò), Sarita Villareal of Save A Life, The Illinois Campaign to Pre-

vent Gun Violence, Cease Fire and the Chicago Police Department. 
 

As chairman of our church board of trustees, I join Pastor McKay in 

ñclaiming our neighborhood for peace.ò Iôm also proud that our congre-

gation continues to be proactive on critical issues facing our community 

and that we are working to help unite our neighbors in common cause. 

 Information on United Church of Rogers Park and the work we do is 

available at our web site at http://www.ucrogerspark.org/index.htm or by 

calling us at (773) 761-2500. 
 

Peace, 

Michael J. Harrington, Chair of United Church Board of Trustees 

Sign of the Times: The Marvyn Womack Memorial LGBTQ Art Project 

A community design competition will be a key feature of a new project to express our churchôs fundamental 

belief in inclusion and support for our members and friends in the Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, and 

Queer communities.  With a working title of ñSign of the Timesò the Marvyn Womack Memorial LGBTQ 

Rainbow Project aims to replace the pink triangle ï a 1960s-era gay pride symbol ï nailed to the outside 

wall of our church sanctuary. 
 

Decades ago church member Marvyn Womack was a lead activist in work to designate us as a Reconciling 

Church within the Methodist denomination.  When our pink triangle was first installed it was a brilliant pink 

creation that made our message of welcome clear.  However, it is now a dated, weather-worn, and tattered 

piece of plywood.  Today the rainbow flag has become the international symbol of pride and hope and repre-

sents the vast racial, ethnic, and cultural diversity of the global LGBTQ community. 
 

This project will reach out to LGBTQ artists in the Rogers Park and Chicago community to design a new 

permanent, weather-proof, rainbow-themed symbol which we will commission for installation on the church 

wall.  LGBTQs and straight allies are invited to participate in the planning committee.  Michael Harrington, 

chairman of our board of trustees, is leading the project.  Contact him at 773-465-6666 or email michaelhar-

ring@gmail.com. 

http://www.ucrogerspark.org/index.htm
http://www.ucrogerspark.org/index.htm
mailto:michaelharring@gmail.com
mailto:michaelharring@gmail.com

